
IPCC Vice-chair  WG II ,  Assessment Report 6,  Switzerland 

Andreas Fischlin 
For a robust,  sound, and communicative  
science-policy interface! 

www.sysecol.ethz.ch/people/afischli 
andreas.fischlin@env.ethz.ch 
  

Academic achievements  
 

• Professor emeritus of Terrestrial Systems Ecology at ETH Zurich, Switzerland, including 
teaching at ETH Zurich, University of Zurich, Switzerland, since 1982 

• Ecologist focusing on modeling of forest ecosystems in a changing climate including the role of 
forests in the global carbon cycle 

• Research in ecosystem ecology, population ecology, and systems theory as relating to the 
modeling of complex systems at University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC, Canada, 
Maritimes Forest Research Centre, Fredericton, NB, Canada, Northern Forestry Centre, 
Edmonton, AB, Canada, and ETH Zurich, Switzerland; includes leading of interdisciplinary 
research teams 

• Author of over 120 scientific works including journal articles and book contributions, many 
focusing on interdisciplinary aspects; winner of several awards for research and teaching 

• Member of various academic and advisory boards of the Swiss Academy of Sciences and 
Federal Departments of the Swiss government, e.g. Advisory Body on Climate Change (OcCC) 

• Extensive outreach work including more than 200 public lectures worldwide since 2007 
focusing on IPCC assessments from all three working groups 

 

Experience IPCC and UNFCCC work  
 

• Author for IPCC since 1993: Convening Lead Author SAR (1996); Coordinating Lead Author AR4 
(2007); Review Editor TAR and AR5 (2001, 2014); Lead Author for the IPCC Good Practice 
Guidance for Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF); expert reviewing other IPCC 
assessment and special reports 

• Representing Swiss scientific community in the Swiss delegation for the UNFCCC 1999 - 2012 
• Co-chair Marrakesh accords (LULUCF, Kyoto Protocol) and co-chairing several other contact 

groups of the UNFCCC plus liasing with other UN organisations and bodies on climate change 
issues (e.g. UNEP, CBD) 

• Co-facilitator of the Structured Expert Dialogue of the 2013-2015 Review of the UNFCCC 

Personal information - Contact  
 

person  Born December 2, 1949 in Bern, Switzerland, Married, two daughters 
languages German, English, French 
current position Prof. em. Dr. Andreas Fischlin, ETH Zurich 
education Primary schools Berne, high school Solothurn; Dipl. Natw. ETH Biology, 

ETH Zurich, 1975 (with distinction); Postgraduate Diploma Systems and 
Control Theory, ETH Zurich, 1979; Ph.D. Natural Sciences, ETH Zurich, 
1982 (Doctor scientiae naturalis) (silver medal of ETH for exceptional 
PhD thesis) 
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address ETH Zurich, Terrestrial Systems Ecology, affiliated with Environmental 
Physics Group, Institute of Biogeochemistry and Pollutant Dynamics, 
Department of Environmental Systems Science, Office CHN E 21.1, 
Universitätstrasse 16, 8092 Zurich, Switzerland 

phone +41 44 633-6090  (mobile +41 79 595-4050) 
e-Mail andreas.fischlin@env.ethz.ch 
home page www.sysecol.ethz.ch/people/afischli 
linkedin ch.linkedin.com/in/andreasfischlin 
 

Vision  

Given the complexity of climate change science, the high risks of a dangerous interference with the 
climate system, and the comparatively high stakes in climate policy-making, the best and the most 
reliable knowledge is required. Only a robust, sound, and highly reliable science-policy interface can 
deliver the accurate and targeted policy relevant foundation that governments need for making 
appropriate policy choices. A strong, efficient, open, flexible, yet comprehensive IPCC dedicated to 
utmost scientific excellence has and will continue to play a major role in that science-policy interface, 
but only if careful attention is paid to the strengthening of a science-policy dialogue in which both 
scientists and policymakers participate. I am a scientist firmly rooted in rigorous science, yet well 
experienced since many years in how to provide policy relevant but not policy prescriptive science, 
notably as co-facilitator in the recent efforts of the Structured Expert Dialogue. I bring all the experience, 
dedication, and the vision to the table that is needed for improving the science-policy interface. The 
interface the world needs for tackling climate change to further human well-being. 
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